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SAGRED BOSH DF 
THE HOLY 1BIBLE 

God Must Have Been a Mere A 
Far from an All-round Up-to- 
Maker.- Did the Best He 
Was M, t with Many 



Hud things. Why, that's 
- •) i'lt... Look wluit a hard 



such fellow s u» David, having men 



,1 to fell virtue to buy bread thif 
nionry 4> lw spent in showing the 
chinama* the light, that !>n percent of 

t in-ill inly have the glorious privilege 
of taking a never-eadhig bath in a lake 



■3 S. bjapooted by act of eong- 



MOORE SENT 



TO 
.A 



PEN FOR 
CRIME HE 



■tart, plan 



,iior,viibataud- 



in.-ccLs ana pM 
b|| lie was wise I 
tie tcl.a u, »o m his uvvu book, for 
you remember UoMais eajNi taut when 
the Lord g..l through making the worn 
he .aw that it m good, ihea again 
alter he had made Adam ue »aw thai 
iL mm not gO<M lor BWfl 10 be aloni 
in eoMeeejtaaaoi oi vhioh m " ribbed' 

up Kvu lu keep him company. 

According to ttta and especially il 

rise oi ibe mot that Cod eiteivwdl 

repented of having made the world' 

and diwwaed a out , it b-uks liki 



Such a view oi the deity, however 
i- not ouiy hornldy sacrilegious, but 
it is ul-o tbeoloical. During the et- 
emitj which elapsed before Cod began 
lo make things there was Bot hiug but 



' x. JUi was ali, and 
Vlld never rhyugl 

\i If/ 

H] follows thai he WM 



raj 

a stupid little atheist three or l< 
hundred billions ul yMM and lie wo 
eenainly ham enough lu say the I 
babel of sell knowledge, aud with et 
nit) to go to sehoul in he could i 
keep (MM gll lIlW I >H if he tried. 

beforo he begun lo euro the 

ImmL I have m desire to be tam eft 
iii ileal lag Bl Qod as a hod-carrier 

In fact I do il p*N>l] and in accord- 
..nee wilh Holy- vWit. as v oil r, men. 
her it was in the bogiiiiug" that Gou 
began to iiiaKe the sM»IM and earth, 
and of course commencing at the bol 
tot) mid working tag to the toy U*d 
curtaiuly had sen*.- enough lo .vail 
himself of so simple a I mil rl I a nee a, 
a hod. 

lu lefutatioii of this JOU may 
that tiod was a spirit and thus being 
withoul shoulders could not have 



hod if lie had had 

v.rlook the teat that i 



but i 



must have had shoulders, 
■are been able to spit on his hands to 
keep the handle of I he hod lion, slip 
piug. 

And nh.it a pair oi hands tl.O Lord 



...it the 



: . 1 : - > 1 1 



i the i 



ail f 



the 



|l (Of the Cre.it- 
Wand Lesser Bear* I Hut, 0 k. what 
illl.mt r sutlcring if Utfd had t°* sal- 
ivated nhi.e making Mercury! 

The probability of Cod's li:i \ inj> been 
a li.ulcarricr i- licliglhencd by the 
fact that he was a tailor; for you 




keepers of impositions burning a hund- r. ss adflitum. 
red thousand p. ople a year because | What-Ma- the poor I'll 
they were not wise enough to see the done toVu- that wo shou 
beauties of Christian theology! Look hired hhids o. . , i h,., ,. to s 
at .lolm Calvin making a bonlire out ' road to Well : We have en 



enough hvpoe 



CRITICISM FOR 

CAPTAIN CLARK 



Wants to Know When Gabriel Will Toot 
and the Millennium Begin to Dawn 



the body und u'fa everlasting. 

As u perfect slid omnipresent beiii-j 
God knew that even the thought of 
making the work! ...is a mistake, that 
it was an erro. k> cause something^ 
exist betides uimjell. Hut being .ill 
powerful there WM no reason why he 

!.., and when 

the ( hristiao inmate- ol asv lums, 
penitentiaries and ahurches, we are for- 
ced to the conclusion that he certainly 
made .is line I lot of mistakes as one 
could wish. 

Ingersoll criticise. 1 God because be 
made a world where 'every mouth was 
a slaughter bouse end . very stomach 
was a tomb." Hob -regarded this as one 
mi Jehovah's mietake-, but then infi- 
dels always did think they knew 
i ban Hod almighty. Besides this In 
{ersoil thought that the calf of the 

ughl to cover the shin and health 

■tight i" be catch. ii. instead of .li- 
ases, all of which is verj foolish to 
me who bus been. , taken into Cod's 

ihf»SA 
f you want to 

WtM laboring under when he 
the slars also" illl a bathtub level 
nil of water and thin try to gel in it 
. it bout making the tub run ou r. The 
Lor.il Cod Almighty wa- up against 
it -l in h a propposition. For tiod as 

ill- a ita shoo, and when you think of 
I he t n mentions etl'oit he made in squee- 
zing himself together to make ruoin 
lor the world is it any wonder things 



Abraham, Isnae and Jacob wn-n't such 
kind and loving old tiod Ingersoll 
would be sizzling in hell right now 
abmg with loin Paine and Charley 
Moore. 



written by our dear brother dpt. 
F. Clark, 72 years of age, who for 
ihnn fifty years served in lh- 
of l i cet bought in all parts <.r 
or!d. including /Il of the live 
nts and is the sole survivor of 

- to the Blade which he both 
es and aaaaoh nts. He i- 



roller 



that 



all i 



ght. lie 



MM and if he made mistakes 
.ad u right to make them. Why, 
els themselves, the smartest peo- 
ple god ever made, make mi-takes, and 
certainly it would be fiimn ii Cod 
eoukbVt 'd<> a nv thing they do. There 
Mag impossible with Cod, and 



> then 



lung - 



-raise the dead 




about it- naaaa advise me. 
i.v. .a plain, as crime under n>- 
pkfla and deniocrney has increase.) 
fM p. r c ut since the death of Lincoln 
and a- govcrment reports show- that in 
HMt the producing class pot 43-> 4 per 
cent oi what they produced while in 
IMS we nr. getting but 8per cent., 
will it fake your eagles .lions 
and whales to lead us prodigals back? If 
'we nil join you will we all become eag- 
les lions or whales? 

I believe I would rather be an eagle, 
then they could not kidnap me and 
piakeris.v impri-on n r deprive me of navigat- 
ing the air. or sitting on my perch in 
the mountain, without trial, because 



l km 



nd. 



7i years. Why didn't you tell us long 
ago that it was wrong to organize? 
And why don't yon destroy the dis- 



of the army, 

churches that oppr -s 



prieat 



I thooghi frci thought bad the same 
right to organi/e against the church 
that the church has to organize again 
st us. I am told that wise men have 
*aid system is heaven's first law. In 
union there is strength. Inited we 



divided \ 
b itself 



. ide.l 



nd. Is 



'■-ji Ht^'-'ae.iy brother Clark/" church; ( "Uld free nnisoiicry _kjck t 
of^CEil^aTlcr amfhibTc out* 'of the" Indue ai 

T'ronch nation and thus stimulate the 
repudiation of popish idolatry without 
national disipline? If you are a mason 
yon know- they possess the ea K le, Hon. 
whale and frectliomjlil brains of earth 



in. I compares sucialim. with it and j possible be organized disipline. Can an 
i-ks that the Bjoraaj minded eagles, nadktiaeiplimd mob ei'iie with disciplin. 
lions, ami whales abstain from suchj.d -oldiers? 

laigMWU gaJOOto, and then threaten-/ Why do you object to Dr. Wilson cnll- 
•llort be mad. mz yi{l ,|,, ilr |„,,,|„. r . inil ,,„,„ j^ rmi t 
. flaghai to stick the aaaty little 
toll of -capf to your name? That 
ells of blood carnage) and might 
■eejaliata of licmany have u right 1 Can you retry st.,-te Christ- 
d made MUM cause in thcil huttM] and socialism in "Dear brother"? 

scheme, which fact nlone Why is otto Wettstein after your own 
sound the death knell of »oc- heart 1 Do you realy hink he has use 
among freethinkers. r 

nrguiuent by vehemently c 



could 



Why, look whnt a wise and dillicult 
thing JahoVah did when hi tinned 



I they I 



I Ire 



III L 



this 



knives to kill the animals and fashion 
the skins into gal .ents, to say noth- 
ing of thread, needles and thimble to 
sew them together. To-sessing all 



those laboi 



pie thin 



I ther 



ject. Wo were talking about the seem 
ing impossibility oi au all wi-e Cod 
making the wold and thru g.Otiuu 

sorry for having done bo. My argu- 



.l.ive Adam and K\c out of Kden to 

I' tl I mm becoming gods them- 

ves. Cod did not intend for man to 
aaj thing more than a naked Igaor- 
01 IgBOMll even to hi- nakc.lne.-- 
adarfttl fruit that not onl> opened 
d eMtafady it mu-l have been I 
a.u.s eve- I ue also enabled him to 
le from the all-seeiug eye of Qod 
the gardeu 



ar-on— he bad p. celled several 
. ii- h. for. he ev r received the Holy 
Chosl— pos-ihlv he never had got hi* 
let htgl nraigh If that method gets 
verv popul.r it will MM a revolu- 
tion In the making of i he church -cat-. 
UtaagfaM an evangelist -owing his well 



where 10 Per cent of the infants born 
die and sink into a relentless hell before 
they are ten days old t according to 
their t. aching- 1 on account of condit- 
ions that Hie chinch voter- have the un 



Drives Themselves And Others 
Insane Because of Being Ignorant 
Upon the Important Subject 
of Sex Psycholugy 



that when 



lot her i- 



Wl.lke, 



w n list mding he made miatakae. if he 

had not made mistakes haw could mis 
take- aajatl As the creator 01 a! ithings 
Qod knew he had to make blunders 
as well as the stars. He douubt- 
less foresaw the wanta of 
the Christian church, antic- 
ipated its needs of mistakes and error, 



in the cool of the 

• And now the lest he put forth hi- 
hand, partake of the tree of life, oat 
and live forever," that is lest Adam 
and Eve through a vegetarian diet be 

forth as rival star makers and pi. met- 
builders, the l ord drove them out of 
the garden and placid a llaming sword 
at the gate to keep them from coming 
back! Talk about doing hard things 
How about making knowledge and 
hvsnortollt] (TOW on tree., to saving 
nothing of making a tlaming sword 
without a ga-oliue attachment in the 



by competiiioti in labor to wok at bird 
labor to help support a family, when 
by all the laws of nature -he should be 
eiijoving hso lthf aJ atmosphere, beauti- 
ful scenery and real and by so working 
the life of the baby is sacrificed and the 
voters of this land have the blood of 
that baby on their haul-. 

the Methodists are Irving to pi ..-'. '. 
biibic. into hell, for we were spvtakM 
ourselves before we got our eyes open 
Kood, but we do not think a I 'Intra man 
1st as much excuseable on account 
glioraiiee as the Stephens county 
bab.v, and we can see no excuse for the 
il. ihodisi- scud, I,,- millions of dolhn- 
out of this country, wnere hundreds 
of thousands of Christian girls are for- 



i from Clinical lor 



American Journal of » I in leal Medi 
. piitili-h. 1 in New York, has bee 
: to ns with the suggestion that i 
iid luntieh .■ good text foe .piot.it 

• and editorial comment. 

.. douM that the -ngge-'ion jstnt 

the Midi, C.ll with the pll.v -ica 

moral courage necessary to un li i 



i any protessioii in i he world enpab 
itellig.ully explaining the mighty and 
npoit.ii.t tntths that are contained in 

lie i- ne MM ntioiied, it is the pro- 

— io,, oi medicine 1 aaej ihi- hv poll. 



captains arguments. I.eing an tiniplftlifl- the fill 
ad illiterate of but live woks schooling hate" 

in a poor UttiVcouutry sehool, then Md I exist a 
to -buck dad's corn. Being now about I y ou 
the Iga of the l amed captain I simply , o | MV 
l.ee to aak him a few ipiesti.ms hoji- ■ 



tl other? l'arn-itic 

ah bug could live in 
ag s„|p|„i r . Do you 
1 hell also if they 



ml." 



\\],a 



"the 

vuld be | 



Id 



did 



chicken-brained gal",,,, or Ik- exploded 

as a chip inuuk in a big dog because I ,,,;„ , 
have igtiorantly favored freethnught or- 1 ,,„.,[" ( 

pUUaatitM Mf do I want to be clubbed j, 

back unlill Qahriel horn -ays wake up faa (l 

l.o\, and change ears for Cebenna. -_j 

Nov captain, how -..on wid Cabri. 1 liU „^ ( 
take his hern: You say -ociali-m 



Would he jll-t walk off 
• sea of GalileeV Why 
t !>". par c ut of our frecthought 
oaa their normal minds l.y fav- 
rganization and socialism? I 
think freethnught people were 
cs. lion- and whahs and now 
,ws. pole 



i thn 



i the 



i. il eoinnioinvealth with 'hell to pay 
ilh hot pitch." Is hot pitcli a legal 
"** "" ' " ' ' . """ tender in hell? li.rniany being an inli- 

'-'•' 1 "' ■ _ ,|.d nation and socialism being so anti- 

ttBg lure on time to detent MMiaMMt fijaiM they would now fuss with father 
Wont he have to come M uick as you .„„ „„, , llllv „,„„, , ^ Mk , vt , 
admit that clerical, of Cern.auy added ,,„. rlrffa| M " |irv ^ t th) . m t „ 

UOfiM to the socialist vote in the last , , „ Mmf fc ^ ^ ^ ^ 
.•lee, io,, faring all her parties^, fuse .,„..,„., for t , 1( . c ,; rjcaU iMMSdertog 

uncon.lition id> 



i opr. 



follow i 

knows even Ml than be lias dared 
to (ell. The article reads— 

'We do ii"i approve g| making a 
ImAMI of iti-cu--ion and h|TMl|gJil 

i.ii of th BMkl relations. We fully 

.■rant their importance and the need 
Of their si tidy. Men and MM 
cui-ing the day they wore born, are 



(Continued from Pago four) 



to he one until I read your article be 
eiii-c Mn fraakihs, letl'erson, Lin 
coin and all oilier great and good men 
who have proved themselves beacfact- 
on .nd inspired the world with liberty 

will please teli BM when Gabriel will 
toot his horn I will teli you the duv 
-ociali-m will be lure. You see if Gab 
rial gets here thst I will .mil free 
thought organiz.it ion and socialism and 
join the Republicans and Democratic 
•.•rail- oi n mic an I plunder. but if 
Gabriel is slow and socialism gets here 



I'jles. 



ii long 

rs because its the sick 



surth prnanhlag his doct 
I went to hear you and 
I sang the follow iug h v inn 
.k my gun and went hunt 
m and whales.' 



Have faith the I 
111 the Captain's 
In all the human 
I'm- hell is e 
\\ nil -oeialists , 
\\ it bout a day of grace. 

Toot the bora for Gabc. 



1 
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that it demands considerable eourage t<> do i liintra 
in Hint fashion luit we have never laid any serious 
claim of being of the ettiuwsjly eoarageow kind. 

From the MM of correspondence Wo P iVP much 

lias to be Bulled and weeded out . not becatlM the 

author leeks sericassMes ef thought, hut because 

eonld 



4 the 
lot do 



ditors judgment thiii its publication 

good but might), possibly, do harm, 
ise of the reasons herein express. 

as permitted articles upon socialism 

its columns, yet we are not socialist 



the 



the Blade ha: 



ixltle. 



of Mr. Ken s writings, (rood in themselves, i 

willing to help, although we eonld never lltldl 
stand or appreciate the value of the Institution 
BOUghl to be holslered. On the assumpt ion that 
•'every little help*" the Blade felt that even if 
the Church of Humanity could but win o»c p« 



heart to ft loin 

good and should 

extent. Some of 



istly diffe 



so it bad don 
ve encouragen 

ght pe 



that 

lis Bf 



pd enterta 



Mr. Ke 
leertM tin 



Che. 



up. 



Don't grow rusty. 

• • • • 

The ■trbng die in harness. 

• • • • 

Short sermons make popular preaches. 

Many a man's lirsl mistake was in the selec 
id' his parents. 

Men and women And salvation free until they 
have joined ohnreh. 

• • ■ • 

An easy by another name would always be 
as foolish. 

• • • • 

II is usually poverty that takes a hard fall out 
of real ambition. 

• • • • 

Kasy lies the head of a railroad syndicate before 
interstate commerce commission. 

• • • • 

It is impossible to love a nriodarn preacher for 
the enfehieaneTwul atade if yob are on the list. 

• ♦ • • 

When the devil plays his liddle every body wants 
to , lance but they skin out when the fiddler starts 
to take up a collection. 

• • • • 

Poverty, or a meager salary, is the best medium 
through which to bring the fat. plump, sbsek-look- 
paraon to his knees. 

• • • • 

"Infidelity comes from a bad state front the 
heart " suggests a religions paper, and the Blade 
retorts thai "belief frames from, an inactive liver 
Which mistakes bible for bile." 

Nearly every body knows that the bible is full 
"Sacred Bosh" but it requires a Jamei Armstrong 



KERR AND HIS 
CHURCH OF HUMANITY 



eorajmunicat i< 



Blade 



li.is 



ami i 



f its 

witling to create new troubles for any other w«rk 
er in the cause. The Blade does not presume ti 
know whether Mr. Kerr be capable, or the best, 
to undertake such a moveml'iit. or what may 
his motive ami prefers to Judge by resulK*i atliei 
than by inference. * 

Dpon the principle we have announced publi- 
cation is given to Mr. Kerr's letter of protest and 

for the tame of Mr. Clark's letter was published 
On the same grounds we have published articles 
mi socialism and never thought for a moment ot 
any particular financial support that might conn 
fr socialists by reasons thereof, or whether they 

would 'throw us down' or not. As a general rub 

socialists come from the rank id' the workers and 
.the. 

! ill' 



whether socialism be the proper caper or 
wise as a remedy for our industrial or 

the Blade is on the side of the workers. 

lar reasons we can over look much that 
Mr. Kerr. If he is willing to work and 



b is bound 

The Blade 



do | 



CHRISTIAN POWER AND ITS 

ESSENTIAL TRUTH. 



"Sooner or later tin 
.1 that the power of ( 

. but that the greatei 
l truth that the worl 



wake to the fact 
:y has dissappear 
tion of its essent 



hie 
Christ ii 



■ thai 



The foregoing and somewhat remarkable slatc- 

nt is attrihuted to one Rev, A. A. Berle, a (icr- 

man protestanl preacher. In the article from 
Which il is taken In- soundly berates the church 

"lli s l'^n.:,Jo.,^nlirh officii, usjiesdjiilt tbjfc does 

not concern us here. We are simply going to dis- 
cuss the portion referred to in the foregoing guet- 
ation that we might be able to demonstrate, as 
far as possible, what is uppermost in the Christ- 
ian mind and laying bare the trend id' the mod- 
ern churchman. 

We are to infer that by the termi "they" tin 
writer refers to the people. Not to any class 01 
section of the people, but to all the people, relig- 
ions <>r irreligious, Christian or an ti Christian. 
What they seem to desire most is to impress upon 

their minds the fact that Christianity is not to lose 

any of its "power" so that another infer 
arises that Christianity demands power, insists 



npo 



and i 



,ls po 



• prcsupi 



• the 



>rful or tlm 



tasking power. This means friction. It WW 
ippear then that friction is necessary to Christ it 
ty and only by force ran it thrive. There can be 
in doubt that Christianity has largely triumph) 
..■cause of the exercise of power and this pow 
ISS emanated from an unholy coalition bet. we. 



the priest and thos 



i authority 



■ the 



Truth About God" and who 
to mtuiy Freethinkers in 
ommiiinieat ion is one of protest. 



km 



id 



N01 of protest 

Sgsinsl the Blade so much as concerns himself, but 
in that we permit communications to be published 

of which he does not approve, and while thanking 

us for the reproduction of his writings, he reipiests 
that we refrain from ass;iilin<r him and his method 



ida 



Re! 



about him 
t of all thi 



it did not 

proposes to mention the matter in any shape or 
form leaving other papers to follow the course 

tiny had selected and at the same timeto sbatain 

from any comment upon the subject 

As far as tlm Blade is concerned it must be ac- 
corded the privilege of giving publication to any 

communication it chooaOB, so IgBg as that com- 
munication is couched in proper ami chaste lang- 
uage. The Blade is a forum of the , pie. Its 

columns are open to all so long as they have Some- 
thing of real importance to offer and told in mod- 
est language. Its editor is only human and, there- 
lore. Riihjeet to error. His judgment may not be 
as sound as that of other 0000 and his opinions 
will naturally differ from some ami may agree 
with but few. It does not follow, however, that 
he has all truth, all morality, all goodness, on his 
side or contained in his arguments, hut for all that 
he is not willing lo deny the right of free express- 
ions to one who does not agree with him ami for 
that reason many articles have been published in 
the Blade with which the personal opinions of Hu- 



ll its e zee rise of "power' 1 Christianit} 

has failed to so impress the public mind with its 
•sseiitial truth" that thousands are now posit- 
ively antagonistic. 

The climax is reached, however, in the assert- 
ion that all this "application" is to come from 
other than Christian sources, which can only be 
taken to mean that Christianity is to derive aid 
ml Strength from its foes even more than from 
its friends. The Blade is an admitted foe to ehrist- 
editer arc at variance. We have been informed ianily anil all it implies. This does not SttSli an 



ake. 



Through the . 
Christ has In 



I that i 



1 that I 



that power, which carries with it the presumption 
that the coalition is to be continued wherever pos- 
sible, so the next best thing is that the world shall 

make u effort to lose Christianity. 

The next point to be noticed is the rcfrrenci 

made to its "Essential truth." This is a declarat- 



ion that some truth 
Christian cult and that ; 
in il. Whenever the a. 



ictually essential To the 



ruth i 



, be Col 



d opt 

llll Wl 

relied on for its 



lisscmination. Truth t 



no help from any quarter. Truth may be rejected. 

misunddrstood and misapplied, but in time it 
will .make itself sufficiently man if est, Turn the 
Christian religion has failed to do. Where, many 

•ars ago, all the people were pracl ica I ly religious 

id members of the church, actually i 



pretei 



indiifei 



• that 



ieh is i 



utility towards right conduct ami moral living. I that of annihilation keeps many from active co- 
These are not synonymous with Christianity. If operation with the Freethought movement. This 
we could believe for one moi.ent that SUght we is suuply the result of an inability to understand, 

might any or do eonld redound to the beuoiut of to appreciate. 

that degrading faith, the Blade would cease its Because some men and women desire another 
publication rather than accept the responsibility life beyond the grave docs not prove that such life 
of causing one poor soul to suffer the agony of will he Desire docs not imply a fact. Desire 



nt a begging of the question i 

! simply for the effect, not tile 

an be giving for making it. khrwi 

and a fair sample of the amis 

We have heard of lawyers witho 



hell. 

it is an assertion 

thai any gOod PSSI 

It is aheap elap-t 
Christian argumen 
uncaring the conviction of their own clients by 

the weakness of the defense they made, but here 
is a goad example of a preacher destroying his 
own Faith by the imbecility of what he offers in 
its behalf. 

As a matter of fact Christianity is destined to 
perish and lade away in that it is incapable of 
ever again wielding the power it once enjoyed 
The day has long since passed when men could be 



egtseted appa- 
ll an srgnasent lei 

d - desire but Hunts 
lindane thiiiL's -In 



slight 



If < 



impede. 



•epta 



Bd, 



•us faith or 
operation of 
that 



amid 1 



raliliei 



sd i 



e, which means power, and tin 
t attach thereto. Reason now holds dominant 
y in the public mind and all things must be 
Bd by that crucible, That which opposes rea- 



son opposes progress and 
aside into the rubbish heap 
light is at the .'lid of the 



Hist die 
of time, 
road of 



>r he swept 

The beacon 
levelopment 



ne, hut a little more light, a little more reason 
I the day of an absolute freedom shall east its 
eate dawn over tlm hills of human progress. 

PCH00LB0YS REFUSE TO PRAY 



.nil 




i the assertion that wi 
iiish a good thing too far. then orthodoxy can 

;iy any claim t<> recognition as being good. 

in- can doubt that orthodoxy has I n pushed 

v force, moral or immoral, legal or illegal 
or bad. all have been employed as a moving 
■y and power to push it along, but the 
nine when the pushing process has been 
loo far for it has puched itself into disrepute 

s entering upon the stage of eollopse, 

r many years we have been compelled 
haplains in the congress, in the stat. 
PS in the army and navy, in Hie prisons 
all maintained at public i 
gratify the morbid, orthodox ambition, and the 
die schools have long been a fertile field for 
ithodos. action, n.re the children have b 
de the prey of a designing priesthood. They 
•n made the unwilling and innocent vic- 
scclarion desire. livery agency that 
upon the schools nave 
igion into them at any 
to get a child started 
iahlv remain 



mind of childhood with 

iting creeds. In a majority of crises prayers 
have been made compulsory, ami it now appears 

that eight male pupils of High S.d I. at Chesl. 

West Virginia, have revolted against the orders 
of the superintendent, that the Lord's prayer bi 

repeated by the eel I every morning. The re- 
volt brought on a warfare which resulted in the 
revolutionists being suspended from, the schools, 
not wit hi 

quired taxes towards lis support, and these boys 
are thus deprived of their right! and constitution- 
al privileges in the gllSTSnt f being allowed 

to worship god according to the dictates of then 

own conscience. 

But this is not all. Because the boys have been 
suspended, nearly all the girfal attending the sum. 
school threaten to revolt also and quit the school 
unless the boys are reinstated. Bully [or the girl* 
hut. hold, is not this an Indication that orlh. .doxy- 
is losing its grip on woman.' If the girls can find 
courage to stand by the hoys who refuse to re- 
peat an article of confession of religious faith, 
; s it not a sure sign that the end of orthodoxy 

tyranny and power is about here. 1 if the girli 

will but slick to that resolution the boys will wit 
the Ight and they will be relieved of the. Order 

of suspension ami will not have to re| t Hi. 

Lords prayer, or any part of it. .lust im.-igim 
what would happen to tile churches if the womei 
Should rise up Sgainal it. This is precisely whs 

would and will happen t.. the West Virginia schoo 

if the girls only stand by their resolution. 

As far as the repeating Of the Lord's prayei 

is OOi rued that superintendent has no right to 

insist that any of the pupil: 
of them wish in the act th 
ind in. has the right to 



penenced by man t he re might he some force in the 

argument, hut as the whole of life is composed of 
more pain I ban pleasure, more disappointments 

than gratification, the argument is all on the other 
I to the belief that the 
dUg themselves for a 



■mis with the 
iece of broke 

What do w 



side 



nd the Blade 



I foi 



whal would we then know of pain I There is no 
despoliation of the mind by religious prejudices 
ami the fairy-tales of old women, used with good 
effect in the nursery. Men are not content forever 
v^lli nursery tales. As expeiunce comes new 
thoughts are created audi substance must take 
Hie place <.r shadow, reas.,,, instead of blind faith 

The majority of men and Women tire weak in sonic 



the 



kmc 



I ho< 



npo 



tin e weaknesses to his personal advantage with 
remarkably good effect 

(H what Use or benefit is a future life unless it 

can he shown that it will better than this one, and 
what guarantee can he given that it will be half 

M - I.' The ipse dixit of the clergy is not en- 
ough. They know no more concerning it than any 
of us and we know m> more than they. Assuming 
that some <:„,| controls the other world, that lie 
is unchangeable, then the traits of his government 



the traits of hi: 



rahip 



Ml 1 



lltho 



n becomes voluntary 
complain. The right 
rding to the dictates of one 
so Implies the right not 
s own conscience insist upon 
■xercise of I hat right docs not 

privilege, 
Dwer and 
right 



publi 



••In 



Ighl 



injproi 
to striv 



is the 
Oil the 



Bent there 



tld. if 



daily 



known 



. that I 



l-Mun 



s beneficial tin. I 

neither pain or care, whal mat- 
er wake again 1 In the eternal 

f' which no waking baa I n 

there lies eternal rest with neither pain or 
Life implies pain and this is as true of 
H r life as it is of this. 

ire told that when I'aulinus stood before 
of Northumbria p re a ch ing the faith of 
Christ, an aged retainer of Edwine's court, said 
unto him — 

"As a swallow's flight across a lighted hall, so 
it ia with the life of man. The swallow flicth 
It ..in the darkness, tarrieth awhile in 

an. I thereafter, flieth out again int.. the darki 

Ley I. " 

Am! so it is with the life of man. < nit 

j h i sh ai os B of the woash^ssac. -darkness 

rave, nfan passes across his narrow strip 

I Christ 



lie i 



The 
■ for |.r 



ubjeet hai 

iche 



id i 



I'll 



write 

ed to 



Man comes from one eternity of 

nothingness and must pass into another. At either 
vtiemity there hain:s an impenetrable curtain 
which no human hand has ever drawn aside I'p- 
"ii the curtain of the future, poets and painters 
have reflected their dreams. With a little color- 
ing I hey have sought to give il the appearance of 
life, but it is all guess work, all speculation. 

Christians may fear to meet death, and Ihev 
d Id do so, because of the 



icted lor the great n 
The Freethinker* need not 
pi.lat ions and the knowledge 

and a human work adiievi 
whatever it may contain. 



fill hell they I 
i :t • if th' I 



hau 



I e derived from the land of Christian 



LET US 1 

Ate we in all things a truly liberal people' 
Th'ii question is addressed to Freethinkers, asp 
i illy, not to every one in general. 
Are we really willing to accord to every other 

cison the same rights and privileges we s n- 

antly claim for ourselves I 

Pot years the advocates of 1 'reel bought) as well 
s the great mass of rank and file who support 

, have n h- loud and hitler complaints at the 

of the christian world because it | 



irsistently del 
x pi- 



.l the right of free thought ami 

of those fl thoughts. We are 



thr 



In 



nsist upon it hut it i 

(erred upon thorn. 

The West Virginia superintendent should be 

hissed with Dogberry of Shakespearian fame 

m. I his pupils have deuvMMl rated that they pos- 
sess a better practical knowledge of human affairs 

have displayed a better judgment, by simply stand- 
ing out for their rights, The world will grow to 
for it while deriding their teacher. 
That superintendent Ought to be given a kick 
with a Dumber ten boot on his western elevation 
as he stoops over to tic his shoes with his head 
toward the rising sun. 

• • • • 

THAT ETERNAL SLEEP 

The doctrine ..f immortality is .» r the strong* 

«st supports of the Christian form of faith and, 



we have grown beyond themrand al... 

W. see here and there like a Hash of lightning 
in a distant storm cloud but they are incapable 
of noise or power. 
Under such conditions it is rtrange, indeed, that 

a;;; reader of | he Blade, for Blade readers must 
f a necessity be liberal in their views, should take 

he Blade to task for allowing the publication of 
rticlea in advocacy ..I socialism in its columns, 
'el such is the case, ,■,„.! the Blade is infon I 



that 



•of 



failure. 



c.l t 



ed 



ke, 



the 



lor ilSCUSSlOn U| these top 

Bla !e strictly :n a nl i-rol i" ions, or orthodox paper. 

The Blade's editor is only a man. IHc is just like 
other men. He has faults like other men. His 
judgments meiy be as faulty as the judgment of 
other men (hi the other hand he is liberal and 

tolerant of the rights, the privileges and opinions 

id' others He has been on the rack for having 
published his opinions and knows the virulence 

of oilhodox venom It does Hot follow that be- 
cause the editor of the Bis le admits dUKSUSsioUS 



— - 



or socialistic topies In its columns thai fca end arm 
the vii ws ind sentiments uinr-isaed by aha several 

writers, liis liberality in alVordin»; an opportunity 
Int Midi discussion may he inferred, if not proven, 
(ram the lact that he is not a socialist, or an an- 
archist. The editor of this paper is responsible for 
no expression of opinion save that which is I'muul 

to exist in th titer*] column. If the same prin 

ciplcs should he applied towards Freethinkers as 
some I'Yeethinkers would have oilier Freethinkers 
apply towards those wilh whom they do not a l 
we would he in a nighty poor way in this 
and generation. 



tough 



worship, 
the tunc, 



lad tie 



Then i 

thinkers. 

such kubj 

these can 
a little Fi 



•ia lists who 



Tlle> 



IF 



I tin' libido 



ad t 



lethougbt along with his own bobby, by 

and by to convinced that all religion are hut sham 
a creat gUB has been made and this WW one of 
the principal motives that, led to the opening ol 
OUT columns to a discussions id' thoM topics. Kveii 
under such condit ions no great harm should result 
Those who do not like socialism arc not compelled 



| the hat ; 



I the 



soon qui! his job, Lei 
pre ten inn stops. Tie- p< 

ol the preacher and the 
wlmlc farce is that the 

pay lor BOOK man to preach to them about Bell 
and the worm that never dies. Few of them be- 
lie Ye it, hut they have a wholsonie dread of such 
things and they like to hear it told over ami over 



th.- pulpit will 
s qaH and the 
• Is the thoughts 

■ndertytng the 

appear willing to 



tie- 



Spoiled 

ave their 



•lllldiv, 



■ mgut 



' t(M 



ml- 



neb i 



the p., 



GOMES 



BACK AT VALE 



thej 



the years of discretion and good judgment. When 
the halt is called they Buffer from the shock. It 

is a trying and a terrible experience. So the 
preachers must suffer, and they arc suffering, in 
the same proportion to which they have been 
polled. Spoiled children are undesirable in any 



irestem Biblislogist Undertakes to De- 
fend His Position on The New Test 
ament Genealogies From Further 
Criticism. 



FACTS AND FIGURES TO 

BACK UP AR> 



Vile undertakes 



el i 



I. telle, 



and I 



ad what 



id i 



ialf. 



The Blade 



nd givei 



all the Praethonghl argument it 

news thllt is believed to be of interest to the Free 

though! | pie with whom it comes in contact. 

One thing may be said here, however, .namely, 

thai the Mlade is not ve I. nor CM vr I. 

by thi' mere consideration of dollars and cents. 

mid if there is any g I in socialism its a Ivoeales 

can bring it out and convince others of that fact. 
If there is nothing of value in the system our read- 
ers will soon discover it. 

Let ns be liberal. We must not fall into the 
same errors that have marked the path of the op- 
posing- religion! sects. Practice toleration id" I lie 

narrow-mindedness of other*. 



SPOILED CHILDREN. 

Pranehen are .just like s|Kiiled children. The; 



• I n pampered, petted, made i 

i have 



. ami allow 
■ thing 



child 



As i 



It 



their parents arc In 
rho snlVer most from 
after years it reacts 
aches maturity it looks 



j.ie they fc 
■"yield- to I 

■ people en, 

4leld .lire, 



the child being spoiled, 
upon the (diild and as it 

beck Upon the pasl with regret and disfavor. 
During the perion of its groth it is others 
who have to bear the injustices and inequalities. 

Now apply the HUM line of thought In the prea- 
chers. Profeaaing to be possessed of a superior 
power and of a higher order than tl niiiiiiiiii pe, 

_]»!' • 

Uiat 

.in tr, TT^nT^TlH'^i^ion-' 
direci eenTene 

measure, induce the deity I 
ami reserve for I hem a front seat In paradise, Mov- 
ed by such fancies the people believe that what- 
ever pleased the preacher most pleased god mosl 
and the preacher was continually bribed with ful- 
some flattery and praise, deaerring or otherwise, 
in order to curry favor with the celestial powes. 
Naturally, the preachers, at lirst recognised the 
hninhaggery about it and secretly laughed at the 

danifldioolishness of those who Mattered and prais- 
ed. Time wore on. It was a ease of constant 
dropping of water on a rock. Whal was at lirst 
intended as a most graeiona favor from an inferior 
lo a superior being came to be demanded ami in- 
sisted upon under threatened pains and penalties 
in the hereafter and both by custom and heredity 

the preachers grew t.o regard the whole demon- 
stration as a personal right and where it was not 

ed it was forced by legislation, 



Train up a child in the way he should go, is 'he 
old maxim, and we can lay precise ly the same 
thhtg of the preachers. Sometimes :i shingh 

board is used with splendid effect. So it is with 
the preachers. If to spar, the rod spoils the child, 

so lo spare the proper restraints upon tl-- preach- 
ers causes them to crow spoiled. In of, words 
the best way to make the preachers behsv< them- 
selves is to spank them often ami well. The peo- 
ple iiuist do this or they will be sorry ! r it in 
the logg run. 



THINKING AND TALKING 

How to talk is a valuable asset lo any man. 

llow to think is an emanation of genina. 

We have loo mhny men who are capable of tfttk 

ing, too few who ai apablc of thinking. 

Good lawyers have been known to lose a worthy 
cause in court because of an inability to properly 
present Ins ease before the judge and jury, while 
a poorer and inferior member of the profession has 
won his contention because of his ability to talk 
more forcibly if not half so logical in the ease as 
bis more able and more learned opponent. 

Such n result comes from the fact that the ma) 
ority of mankind are yet swayed by talk, eloqu- 
ence, logic set on lire, ad it were, and not by the 
Simple process of thinldag. Did men think miiri 
there would be less need for talk. Talk is depend- 
ed upon to sway the multitude in a political con- 
test ami it is said that this or that politician is a 
Igner, wheh limply means that he 
b, but we seldom hear it said that. 



Illy K. Lewis] 

In the Hmm „f Mass) II, Mr. • ■« 

sdsrasr nt my 

llic gWlugll of 
list, a- uhi'ii in 

r sad take third 



ride ..r outaide nl the bible. So- are 
mapefled t" swepl ol isjsii tSHrirrit' 
ieg-. Mr. Vata has written kasj nn,l 

Isl «d icit<r easjk saswi thai sh 

tlsntsstesl etsfl was loaded down to 



I ijiinte from the learm-d tl Indian 

Mr. Vale -:*y*. "Mr. Lewis ha- again 



and got exactly th' same rsssH si 
rule iii perfect, nnd I Waal the hii 
thsalaghMM t" refill,' my conclu do 
SI SBM enough to own lip that it 
not Im> done. It is eatnMj nece-sary 
fur Mr. Vale lr, prove to the readers »f 
the Illa.lc timt tmnh and Mary and 

Pasts ssal RMsasetl sad Jam lived 
,i „ psrlsi "f IT!" ram before the death 

of Bar**, and then lived again al a per 

i„d of rii'i jresn after the easts »f He- 



for the 

own lip that tk« two gel I,,ei,., are 

frauds. I will not require the hunted 
t hologiun to furnish evidence th*i the 
Holy Ghost sparked Mary at then two 



■ I , 



I the, 



Inn 



■hows theae gs a a ia logiee t,, christian- 

who wet,' aide to accept them at once 

stir,- i sari an- Brlttoaa ,,f Igsisaal pro 

Feaeisg ChristlsSS who would accept a 
dozen l eoua nil her then to be d, prived 

of tl nc myth they hive baas Iiiil: 

gSMJ from infancy. There i- Sutblsg in 

.lesus c>|M'cially at < a ,n pine, tings. 

The laaraed theologian s,,cak- „f ssa 

t . K. Raaar'i whs -< ■ Is n,.t have 

r, a, I Usaeshi i sad •"> ami to prava his 
two Jasaasi be says, th,- fr ai t hou gh i 
cditore thou Id only publish oantritmt- 

km from |HT-,r,iw who arc at least will 

ing to acknowledge fast* that an- fat 

faldc to all. and I hi- the learned the 



Kill- Fmrtbot 



.•lit 




Who 



eondith 



charged i 
i of affaii 



gion as it is ill 

law or polities. Not one half of the people over 
pause lo think, or reflect, and mentally digest what 
I hey have heard in a sermon. They remember the 
witticisms and remarks upon their peitmss and 
appropriateness to the illustration. They remem- 
ber the tales of woe put forth because of the nar- 
rative sttacbihg to them, but for downrighl men- 
tality there are too lew prepared or willing 



He 



I la/ 



felbe 



alio silo' 



tothe 



do 



r him 

. he is 



ml then 



\ II,, 



■cpt the 



the 



id it i 



Le 



The 
lip 



ill'.' to 1,1 another to ,|o his thinking for him ami 
makes no effort at thought upon his own account. 
Did half <d' the present Christian world but attem- 
pt a little thought tor themselves the entire struct- 
ure of 1 1 logy w ould be rudely shaken. 

The clerical porfession are gives more to talk 
than to genuine mental effort, thought, and this is 
the source of their growing weakness. The vast ma- 
jority have not the ability to prepare a really lirst 



kisses than any 



I holy I 
tehei 



r thai a tber 

i with her tears and 

villi his jug ,,f holy 
slush and you have weakened his prerogatives to 
thai extent. Let the preachers know that more 
valuable lessons are taUgttl and imbibed at a 
mother's knee than in the Sunday school or from 
the pulpit and the last remaining vestige of cleri- 
cal power disappears. 



hire 
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While the , 
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I pie 

When the pec 
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the 



id fro,, 
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It"' p >l< 



ed I 



sermon is furnished, with appropriate scriptural 
quotations, and the preacher is supposed to till in 
with his own language, his own thoughta, and 

supply illustrations 1 akc the point sOUghl to 

le established, 'Ibis is why so many of them fall 

short and contain so many glaring imiscuraeie* 
and inappropriate matter. As a general rule the 

,t popular preacher is be w ho can gel up 



ure iiz-to ii»c the myth, so called, to 
prove thai his ancestors lived at times 
other then those that history record-" 
I made no .n, h statement. The lestUS! 
taaoloslaB i~ iBtlUrillt. Matthew and 
l.ukc SeSSJ the only historians of 1,'sii- 
I took Matthew's twcnt\ - iyt lit 

thirty-three and one-third years. 

the midst of AJmUm Betsh, I7!l y 
-h,.il ..I ivachinc the historical date ol 
the leata of Saul, which was the !.< 
Isj a the RalgB of David the Kin!,' of 



I I ii i 



wIht hi-tory places King DkTM, an. I lo 
KithtB ei-ht years ,,f the death of 
Mom, So much for th,. in.pir.sl wor,i 
of Cod by his hist,, run-. 

I ,1,-iiv, my dates from fosSflnu'l 
anti,piiti,-. So my historical dates arc 
<wt rtgbt. thMi'ls my last printed l.ttei 

in tat BMda »f hfeearjr 10, I take 
v'atthews -is gesaraties ssrarhaj afJM 

SSSei and start at the death of Saul 
which ia the tSMjiaJag of Davids Ratba 
where it is snp|K,s,..l to riKhtfully 1h'- 
long, and trace it down this «raj in 
hi-terv sad lad that it ends in t he 

Rahja of alaxaadai the Qmst and falls 
short i th y s of rcaeattsg to the 

death of Herod the Km-, the tin 
Matthcv says .Icsiis th,. Christ, the M 
,,f los.ph and Mary, or >Liry and the 
iioiv i ;ho ~t. was ben iii Ba tM sa sai „f 
Jassatssa I took Lafcai t:i gaaarattea 

which.ov. r lyttl 1 :) years and trace 
it from the death „f San! or the bsgfa 
ing of Davids RalgS and lind thnt it 
i ache- M years this side in hUtori 
Of tkl date of the death of llerml th, 

Kasj whi'ii Laka layi icsus was ban 

in licthlelicm of Jlldaa vvh l.ukc ISfl 

S1BS th i of tl„. Holy QSSSI and 

Mary. 

Matthew starts hi- gassslnsj at Ab- 
rsasSI and tfSOM this way ill history 

..ii.i has sj snanstlaaa baas Abraham 

to Christ, or the death of Herod. Hut 
N saasntloss from David to t hrist of 
tin death of Herod. l.ukc starts his 
MSSSIogJ at th, death of Bsni „r the 
s,ip,H,sc,l birth „f Christ, and has lit 
jeneialieiis in LraCrag shell ITU vea 
in time l.ukc fell Ion- Ml y.-ars intiin 



To akwt up every avenue tot th,. dU- 
tribution of frecthoneht that v>as just 
what the ehureh done all throosji the 

the twelve edit lilies of the UMJSMt- 

ion known as the dark agaa when the 
torch the rack-, the gibbet , the thumb 
(tcrew the wheel. St. Andrew fro—, 
the pillory, the iron basket and the 



-piked 



all of t 
nt- I I 



l,..|h-i 



bSBSJ and ,li aerccl live hundred years 

in that saketstsssi Managh stsar hy 

BSasSSS nf the snbjiit in BSasthm 
The readers of the Ilia, I, • were un- 



haila, 



I the v 



after rSBMsg the many ihaagH made 
in the Itilde ttom time ti time until in 

the new version the g I gMaMSagSSI 

have baaS omitted, lest th, people ,1c 
i cct Hm fraud praeticl M them l,v the 
Church. No doubt mam rareles- l.il.le 
renders, lik,^ myself bad not missed 
them. 

I for one Wise W hal "I a bible read- 
no doul.t that thousand- of the intell 

iecnt ssaM to ti-,- the leant* 1 thenie- 
glsm ssal phrase "Highly intellectual" 

•rs of tl,,. Mbhj vveiv SBagM in the 



lloV 



..oikfai 



■rsioii ot the New Teats OMOrl a* print- 
ed in the icu-papers .,„ bSSSJ llllgllh 

si from Ragtasd ta the IhsMad state- 



I -en re, I 



i tl nd o 



Ills! 



pulpit 



ruth 



, upo 



i task I'm 



letpa 



ed I 



ers and ta 

nreft, inaug 



I he heavenly passports th, 
and the preachers suffer jusj like th, spoiled child. 

They can look back upon the past with regret, bill 

not wilh disfavor. The regret comes I suae the 

good old times for them have passid ,i way . Kvi ry 
day the rank and Ble of the people, thanks to 



edueatini 



ml anthori 



id science, look upon the 
I than an nrdinarv man. 



lifted t 



• the author- 
rur.it, potttiea] 

other methods 

ii then inclined 
i actually earn- 
g worth' while, 
i this direction 



hew -ay, it was H| i :i *aa 

David t,, th. birth ,.f JSSM th, 
while l.ukc says it i» l.l.'H I -I years. 

ft David to Christ, while the actual 

historical time is 1,113 years, according 

t,, ra safs h s 



OrigiUal inaki' which had done service 
in the days when Christianity transfer 
ed their hell to earth and The Sacred 

-oil ,.f Kurope and Asia erne Mosjed 

and phy-ical torture is bui a step and 
the learned theologian. pISMI himself 
just .lie etSg from the Hack and OuV 
bet, and calls himself a freethinker, and 
would -hut down on all persons who 
would not accept his two J« Use- will, 
out one word of evidence to prove hi" 
content inn He would hope to convert 
the few win, have not the lime, pdi-po- 
ition ,,r ability I,, — t ii.lv mtt the pr,,b- 
I, ms in that much lief(>«jre,l l,,K,k called 
the New Testament. 

I have no inhumation to the cITeet 
that I here lias DICS any iheSfllll BUMie 
in the St. .lames translation nincc it 
was pubthhed in llill up to the time 
the new retain wa- made in the year 
ISSl twenty live years igSs 

I eopieil Ihe full, ovine from the front 
of the two versions in one volume in 
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revised version of which the last the 
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lti. For if the dead rise not then i- 

IT. And if Christ l,e not risen, jmi 
fnith is vain, ye are vet in your -ins. 

IS. Thn they also which are fuller 
asleep in Chri-t SM perished. 

111. If in this life only we have hop, 
in Christ. Wa arc of all men SMMl mi- 
erablc. 
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all his eh, I, Ire,,. Nol 
one of us stands any higher in his estimation than 
another. hTo-gobetWWCni are necessan and every 

dollar spent in hireing trai I preacheaj is so 

much waste, so much Wrung from the siihstanee 
of the people without I he'slijrhle.st gain, or compel, 
.satiny returns. In a great measure the pews ex- 
ercise | greater power over the pulpit than the 
pulpit exercises over the pewa The pew holders 

can lire the oeciipant of the pulpit at will and the 
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lity in which he 
lives mi I presumes to work. The re- 
form, r in itli-ion and orthodoxy is equally as 

Icsiiable. Did both think re and talk less 

ihey would throw up their joba. The world wants 
|gj8« who think It wants BaCfl who are willing 

I,, express their thoughts, making their speech 

rich and truth that can and will enlighten the 
world. 

Think more. 

Talk less. 

Oratory is not thought. 

Though! may enrieh eloqn nee by the value nf 

what has been though! but it is Ihe thinking tXU? 1 
who are to become I he line sav iors of the rase, 
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COLD VICTUALS AND CHRISTIANITY. 

Shall a negro servant woman be allowed to car- 
ry home "cold victuals" in a basket with which 
to iced the man she is living with is a question 
that seems destined to break up the Negro Bap- 
tist Church oi' this city. 

The custom is an old one and white people of 
all denominations in the South have been compell- 
ed to submit to it for years. These "cold vict- 
uals" do not merely consist of the scraps of meat 
and pie left over from a given meal, but fresh 
hot collee is made, new biscuits are made, potatoes 
Booked in excess of the family's demands, a jar of 
preserves, and a few egg! all go to make up the 
provender furnished the "man" at home by the 
negro woman who cooks for you and for which 
a draft is made upon the white man's larder. Oc- 
casionally a petition is presented for an old pair 
of shoes, a pair of pantaloons, or some other art- 
icles of clothing, which "Massa don' erzackly 
want" and in this way the "man at home" is fed, 
housed aud clothed and he has neither work or 
looking for work, as the woman's wages will usu- 
ally pay the rent of the one room in which they 
live and sleep and furnish him with a few dinif 
for "terbaccer" and a "chanst ter shoot d< 
bones." 

According to all reports the Baptist Churc 
membership colored, mind you, has been before 
the Courts owing to a split, a factional break, < 
sed by the preacher, a Rev. S. E. Smith, declain 
against the practice mentioned above on 
ground that it fostered laziness among the negro 
male population. Another negro, Clay Estill, pro- 
bably felt the shoe pinching when the preacher 
delivered this remark, raised a row in the church 
and the shepherd of the senegambian llock promp- 
tly had him arrested for disturbing religious wor- 
ship. Now the Blade is in a devil of a fix for it 
hardly knows with which side to sympathize. 

There is no doubt about the practice fostering 
laziness and to this extent the Blade agrees with 
the preacher. On the other hand we have gone 
through the experience and have filed serious ob- 
jections agaiust the "cold victuals" cure for hun- 
ger, but fearful that we would lose our help we 
have had to submit. In other words we had to 
work and labor to keep both negro woman and 
htl "men." Too vigorous a kick would have driv- 
en the woman away and the "Lawd" only knows 
when and where another would have been forth- 
coming. Again it is our belief that a man has got 
a kick coming when he sees a soft snap slipping 
from him just because the preacher in his church 
shoots oil' Ins mouth. The negro is actually super- 
stitious and the women especialy so. If this 
preacher can succeed in demonstrating to the fe- 
male members of his congregation that the "cold 
victual" racket is dead wrong they many quit. 
If they do it will simply drive the "man" to the 
white man's chicken coop and it would be another 
case of frying pan and fire. 

The case attracted considerable attention and 
the court upheld the negro man's right to kick 
by turning him loose. 

The white man simply waits for results 



EVOLUTION AND THE CHURCH 

Since the law of evolution has become an accept- 
ed fact in the considerations of all the scientific and 
learned savants of the present generation, it per- 
haps is worth while to examine into its workings in 
connection with the christian religion. Since evolu- 
tion is a fact, its principles must apply to the ethi- 
cal and sociological as well as the material side 
of things. 

W« as freethinkers who have studied the growth 
and development of Christianity side by side with 
the development of other religions, know that the 
teachings and doctrines of that religion have un- 
dergone a vast change during the last five or six 
centuries, a change which was enormously accele- 
rated by the Lutheran reformation, and since 
then carried on by other of the broader thinkers 
of the church, until the Christianity of today is as 
much unlike that of six centuries ago, as the low- 
est member of the vertibrates in unlike, the human 
animal of today. 

This we take it, is a fact patient to all who have 
studied the subject; a fact which can only point 
in one direction, and that is that Christianity as 
represented by the churches has more to fear from 
the more liberal of its members inside than it has 
from all the onslaughts of its open and avowed 
opponents outside. 

Fifty years ago they used to preach Hell, red 
hot; Hell has gone. They used to preach a mater- 
ial heaven, where all the goody goodies would be 
gathered together unto Abraham's bosom and sit 
by the side of god with the angels, for evermore; 
but Abraham and the angels, and all the worn 
out mon strosities of the apocalypse have gone the 
same way as hell. The virgin birth, and with it all 
the miricles and absurdities, which used to make 
up the stock in trade of the early church, have 
vanished. But the churches still exist in name and 
we must admit is capable of asserting enormous 
power. 

But is the church of today, the church of yester- 
day; and by the church we mean all gospel shops, 
no matter of what deinouiuation or creed they 
may belong to simply all those who profess and 
teach the christian religion. 

We venture to say that the teachings of these to- 
day would be totally unrecognisable as Christian- 
ity by those who profesed and taught is six-lnm 
dred years ago. For instane. the Rev. Dr. Campbell 
a| Um City Temple London, with Sir Oliver Lodge 
us his henchman, has completly thrown the bible 



in Christianity, that it is a moot point rul|i 
with his congregation w hether he should be allow, d 
to continue his ministry; but he sticks there where ,,„| , 
the dollars are just the same, aud constitutes one pk/iii 
more of those who are undermining the edifice mm i 
from within. If it is his aim to found a new, a win* 
further advanced section -of the ehurch his throw- ™'»''< 
ing overboard of the literality of the bible is to 
be understood. But the position of Sir Oliv 
Lodge, cannot be passed over so easily. 

There is something pathetic in the picture 
a man who has reached the highest pinaele < 
fame iu the iield of seientitie discovery am! mtH} 
anal J sis. to prostrate his intellect to the bolstering ,„ be 
up of a dying superstition. The mighty mind that failure 
has probed into the depths of the unknown and wi iu 
wrested secrets from the bosom of nature, and 
given them to the world for its benefit and enlight- 
enment, could surely be better occupied than wast 
ing even a fraction of its powers in a vain endea- 
vor to harmonise the inharmonious, to make sens, 
of the ridiculous, to make a book mean that whic, 
it does liot say. 
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There is llii* to be said atari dis 
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of the advanced politicians of days gone by and, wicked to death by aa infernal, long- 
the pioneers of political thought still further ad- eared . haahaTrlng son of a jackass! 
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because they have taught morality apart from 
creed and dogma, aud now we have the spectacle 
of Christianity doing the same thing. True they 
still retain the bible, and are supposed to read it 
in their churches, but as a literal book, as it, usee 
to be considered, is has passed into the realm of 
oblivion. f 

The literature of freethought can never so pass 
away, it is founded on the known aud knowable) 
and has never been identified with the ravings oi 
the mystic, and the doctrines of an uneducated 
tribe of nomads. Its bases are living facts. Certain 
ly it will be improved aud will advance co-equally 
with the advance of knowledge and nientino in- 
vestigation, but it will never require an apolo- 
gist to explain that it means something different 
to what it teaches. 

Freethought will remain as such through till the 
ages, always well on in advance of the socalled re- 
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ideas; ideas which will untimatcly be adopted by 
churches, and through its inllueuce the religions 
will be leavened out of all sem-blance of what they 
originaly were. 

And so the process of evolution will go on, the 
freethought propaganda always in the van, and 
the churches, ami through its influence the religions 
unwilling rearguard. 

• • a • 

The best delinition of a true friend is that said 
to have been given by a .Missouri schoolboy, — a 
friend is a person who knows all about you and 
likes you just the same. There are, doubtless, 
many people, who claim friends but the friends 
know little concerning their true character. The 
make-up of man is the best seen when he is at his 
own lireside not in public places. At home he 
layi aside the mask he has worn and lives his true 
life. 

a a • a 

Once ftlhdmu of thought and expression is 
accorded equal griviliegM with orthodoxy the 
dream of peace and good-will will beeOSM an Betah- 
I lathed fact, making for a complete reformation in 
I church doctrines and sectarian dogmaa, improve 
the home, brighten existence and make life worth 
'living iu any old place. Existing inequalities art 
'simply the products of ignorance put forth at the 
bidding of organised fanaticism. 

• m * 9 

News Bulletin- Wife led astray, husband killed 
the other fellow.— 

but it never occured to the news factory that when 
a wife is led astray she is not invariable willing to 
be led and very often becomes the tempter and 
not the one tempted. It always takes two to make 
a contract id' thai character. II,- who courts the 
wife as bard as he did his sweetheart need never 
tear a rival in his wife's alieetious. 

a a a a 

Tie- man in the moon must look upon the poor 
microbes of this old world with feeling of compass- 
ion and pity as he observes their several idolatries, 
but the suggestion that this habitat is like unto 
green cheese is simply the color his face must as- 
sume as he percieves the soft snaps enjoyed by 
our high toned parsons. 



of a Magaa 
Which Allows His Light to Shine 
Because it Refuses to go Out. 

AnaatMag/i AaBoaoanrt is the name 

ol a little maga/ine published spasm- 
odically by a cosmic microbe of the 
-. nil- lHniu \ eh pi Armstrong, tl^e other 
of whose aa ne is James. 

1 hu praaafit habitat of aforesaid in- 
talkwtua] ikippai in the aotaaaal chee se 

is ». hKa^minW'" 

Uoth aggregation of steel aTll stone and 
noise and crime and coal smoke and 
chii-tiauiiy which those who infest it 
call a great city. Instead of living in 
caves aud dugouts the "citizens of Chi- 
cago ' teed- breed and kill time and 
,iuail the undertaker in domiciliary pig 
eonholes known us flats. Said flats are 
uumbered and at U8U East Kitty Seven- 
th street may be found the saphrophy 
tic thought-secretiug bacillus which 
calls itself Autononii-t and belongs to 
Hie photogenic group of mental l.act-ria, 
Maaaaehaj "the property of producing 
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As the intellect ual pho-plnn-us, how- 
ever, the Autonomist does not claim to 
be with match, lie is just one of the 
thousand- ol lileiaiy lightning bugs to 
be seen glowing in the gloaming and 

•waapa oi Chriatiaa and capitalistic 

civilization. He does not mistake him- 
self for a sun, driving the world's dark- 
ness tha uttennoat depths of space 

there are enough magazine Atlases car- 
rying lb,- \urld and its hopes about ou 
their shuuldeis. a plethora of world- 
saviors with their copyrighted schemes 
ol leirestrial salvation and patunted 
pauueeas for the redemption of limn! 

Tha Autonomist theretofe simply 
amuses itself aud lets its light shine In 
cause it refuses to go out. in initatiou 
of the sun it attempts to shine freil;, 
and thus one of its monthly rays will 
visit you without met. Being liberal 
however, as all freethought publications 
should be it PrtiinU you to help it 
shine, if you wish — at ten cents a copy 
or one dollar a year. 

In other words, the type of the Aut- 
onomist are set to hatch out ideas and 
not dimes, notwithstanding the editor 
is not unmiudlul ol tha laat that nick- 
els and dimes make urst-rale chicken 
feed. And dollar bills make line con- 
dition powders, properly mixed with 
the -mailer diet. 

The Autonomist editor, however,) is 
a w ell seasoned oid cock and is able to 
scratch for himself and moreover is 
willing to scratch up a grub or two of 
truth out of the duughill of christian 
civilization for those who don't know 
how or are afraid to scratch lor them- 
selves. 

And. novv .Cciille reader, natural prey 

Q ALUS six i;i Mil. 
of all who scribble for glory or grub, 
you may either watch Ma scratch or 
haly in e -.latch: Send M yur name 
with or without the "chicken feed" or 
"the condition powders.' 
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The Free Speech League 

invite- ci iicspondence, cooperation, and membership of all 
who claim rights and dare maintain thi a t . 

JOIN US. HELP US. GET OUR LIST OF BOOKS. 

READ THEN— PASS THEM ALONG. 



ishin? Liberty of Press" (five cents); and also 'Do You want 
l-'ree Speech?" (ten cents) and learn 

WHY YOU SHOULD 'ACT WITH US. 

The Free Speech League, 120 Lexington Ave., New York City. 



ORGANIZATION AT LAS1 

WANTED — All readers of the Blue Grass Hindu, who know God Is a 
myth and death the end of life, ta fll out the following blank and forward 
it to the International Organizer, W. It. Kerr, Great Bend, Kansas, and gel 
a aloe certificate, suitable for framing, of graduation in the knowledge of 
Cod and life membership in the church of Humanity making you founders 
mid Charter members of it. 

Add 25 cents for a years aubscriptioa- to its paper, "Thi 1 ruth About 
(iod." 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

In the Church of Humanity. 

W. II. K Kit It, Great Bend, Kans. 

Bell ving God to be a fabulous being, 1 enclose one dollar for 
Life Membership In the Church of Humanity. 
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